                                 ANTIQUARIUS IMPORTS PRESENTS
                            441 Cerrillos Road (opposite the Design Center)

                 “AFRICAN RE-ACTION “ 
Including “To Love a Stranger” among many others
AN EXHIBITION OF UNIQUE HAND-PAINTED AFRICAN MOVIE POSTERS
In the mid- 1980’s mobile cinemas began travelling through cities in Ghana & Nigeria, West Africa showing films via portable television & Video. Many Africans had never seen film let alone television before (I myself growing up in South Africa had never seen TV until 1979...my Dad told me it was a ‘fad’ & we did not need a set. Perhaps that is the relevance these posters hold for me personally) . The effect of television & movies (especially ones with special effects) met & blended with unique African culture & spirituality. 
The result is the expression of great fused representational myths, some African, some Asian, and some American, captured in time in these posters. 
In fact not only do we see how Africans reacted to our film & culture but also what they partially see & perceive of us. These posters allow us to see them seeing us in exaggerated imaginary mirror.
                    THE HISTORY OF THE AFRICAN MOVIE POSTER

 Financed by local entrepreneurs these roving shows appealed to an audience of many including the inhabitants of small rural villages where generators sometimes supplied power to operate the equipment. The posters themselves, often painted on canvas gleaned from flour or potatoe sacking, were light and easy to transport via car. 
Artists were commissioned to paint renditions of movies they often had not even seen. The jacket cover as well as verbal descriptions of the films relayed through the eyes of others provided a basis for the artist. Imagination reigned supreme. Artists signed their names to the images & often made good livings. Many had begun their careers painting street signs for barber shops. When the price & supply of television sets & VCR had fallen the whole roving cinema industry collapsed but the torn & tattered posters remained.
The posters where displayed around the town & provided the same purpose that French Posters had performed so long ago: they advertised the event. The more sensational the poster the more likely a successful showing would be. The extremely crowed pleasing posters folded again and again. Exposed to light, rain & great use they became tattered & Brocken. Luckily for us they were saved. Like French posters, these original works of art were originally undervalued & discarded. Nearly 30 years later these cultural icons are becoming collectible.
